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Thok::D 16 T8 who diſbelieve 
the CHRISTIAN REVELATION, 


HOUGH I may not be allowed to 
_ _ addreſs you in the ſtile, and under 
the compellation of chriſtian brethren ; yet 
as fellow-men, as creatures of_ the ſame 
make, alike intended for moral rectitude, 
and all its pleafing fruitions, you are bre- 
thren. | 
Far am I from fitting in judgment upon 
you, becauſe of that weight of prejudice 
which has formed your diſlike, or counte- 
nanced your diſregard to the Goſpel- Syſ- 
tem. The abuſive diſguiſes put on that 
ſyſtem, by the abſurd interpretation of ma- 
ny of its profeſſors, together with the in- 
conſiſtency of their lives, is a matter of ſcan- 
dal, that has proved too much for many to 
ſtep over. Contrary opinions cannot have 
the ſame title to znſpiration - contradictory = 
propoſitions cannot be divine truth: nor can 


an ungrounded ſtrength of aſſurance be an 
A 2 evi- 


4 ] 
evidence, that any propoſition is a divine 
revelation: light, true light in the mind is, 
can be nothing elſe but the evidence of the 
truth of a propoſition.” In as much there. 
fore as a religion, that contains principles 
or opinions, diſhonourable to the perfection 
of God, and which mock and inſult the 
reaſon and ſober judgment of man, cannot 

deſerve his profeſſion; it will ever be rea- 
ſonable, rather to reject, than embrace ſuch 
ſyſtems: ſince no revelation can poſſibly 
be from God, that doth not harmonize 
with the religion of nature, or, which does 
not enforce the eternal and immutable x max - 
ims of moral obligation. 

Among the ſeveral conceptions which 
chriſtians have entertained, of an indefenſi · 
ble nature, perhaps none may have given 
more offence than what relate to the death 
and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, as expratory, 
and atoning: as the fine gua non put upon 
the mercy of God towards penitents, who 
need pardon, ſuch ſuppoſe, that becauſe 
| God has given to Jeſus to have life in him- 
ſelf, and to execute judgment alſo becauſe 
he is the ſon of man, that therefore the fa- 
ther has had no life in himſelf, nor execu- 
ted judgment till Jeſus v was thus authorized 


by 


SN 
by him. Thus ſome have imagined, the 

ſucceſſive generations of Adam, till the 
advent of Jeſus, did remain in a ſtate of 
death, i. e. unpardoned ! and that the juſ- 
tification of life, could not have any place 
till the man Chriſt Jeſus had the keys gi- 
ven him of hell and of death. So that it 


is in virtue only of his perfect obedience, 
men are delivered from the dominion of 
the grave. Nay, that this obedience which 
conſtitutes the perſonal righteouſneſs of 
_ Chriſt, muſt be imputed to all men whom 
God juſtifies, as their proper righteouſneſs; 
though ſo manifeſtly inconſiſtent both with 
reaſon, and with the nature and truth of 
things. | 

Hence the &/ood of Jeſus has been repre- 
ſented as a magical charm, that arreſts the 
hand of divine vengeance, diſables and diſ- 
arms offended juſtice. And to rely on this 
abſurd and unreaſonable conception, is call- 
ed, the faith which juſtifies. 

An attempt made in the following dif- 
courſe, to give a rational account of the de- 
fign of Chriſt's ſufferings, you will pleaſe 
to conſider, as a ſermon, which you 
may, ſuppoſe, calculated for a chriſtian 
audience; you yourſelves are to judge, 
whe- 
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whether the interpretation will not conci- 
liate your minds to the Goſpel-ſcheme, 
and, in ſome meaſure, enable you to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the religion, and the ſu- 
perſtition of the chriſtian world. 

As to unbelievers who have no religion, 
ſo formidable are their numbers, that they 
threaten to cover us with that worſt of all 
deluſions, POPERY ! a profeſſion, calculated 
to countenance all iniquity. for no indul- 
gence can be too extravagant to be cheriſh- 
ed in the arms of popery. an enormous ſu- 


perſtition, altogether built on the baniſh- 


ment of reaſon, and contempt of evidence. 
Why any ſhould ſubmit to be deprived of 
the right of examination, and baſely ſubject 
a judgment for themſelves of what 1s the 
will of God, to an implicit reliance on the 
determination of the prieſts, or the church, 
cannot be ſhewn, but from the deepeſt 
depravity, ſeen in that deplorable ſubmiſ- 
ſion. 

BRITONs ſhould take the alarm of the 
ſpread of popery, from maſs- houſes opening 
all around us !—for civil liberty cannot poſ- 
ſibly conſiſt with that enſlaving ſuperſti- 
tion. 
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Hes. ii. 95 10. 


But we ſee Feſus who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for 
the ſuffering of death crowned 
with glory and honour, that be, 

. by the grace of God, ſhould taſte 
death for every man. for it be- 
came him for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things, 

in bringing many ſons to glory, to 
male the captain of their ſalva- | 
tion perfect through ſufferings. [| 


NN H E original deſign of this E- 
T piſtle, was, to reconcile men 


to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel- 

ſyſtem, who had been long prejudiced in 
favour of the Moſaic ritual. To correct 
a national prepoſſeſſion about the Meſſiah ; 
as a temporal Saviour, a prince of an 

heroic 


LES 

heroic ſpirit and of an enterprizing genius, 
that, ſhould make wide conqueſts, and 
govern the whole earth, was that argu- 
ment formed, which begins this epiſ- 
tle. — The ſublime and lofty prophetic 
repreſentations of his heavenly and uni- 
verſal dominion, they had interpreted only 
of a ſenſible and ſceular ſway, of his 
ſceptrs. | hence the. 7 mnfidel Jew, did i ima- 
gine, that the Putting of Jeſus to death, 
could be no manner of obſtruction to the 
deliverance," which-they ſoon expect from 
the Roman yoke. The writer obſerves, 
that angels,” had indeed been the miniſters 
of divine providence, through paſt, ages, 
under former diſpenſations; yet, to to them 
God had not committed the world: to 
come, or the laſt age; but has -reſerved 
this for the man Chriſt Jeſus, made a lit- 
tle lower than the angels. him has he 
crowned with glory and honpur, and ſet 
over the work of his hands. and e even all 
things ſhall be put in ſubjection to him, 
though they are not yet entireſy fubdued 
under him.— “ but we ſee SW Who 
was made a little, &c.— 

The variety in which the new teſta- 


tament writings do deſcribe the doctrine of 
the 


a 

the mediation, is beautiful; becauſe uniform - 
ly harmonious. — his ſufferings and death, 
are always repreſented in a light, beſt ſuited 
to correct error, and remove ignorance, that 
had clouded the human mind.—here, he is 
put in contraſt with angels; his ſufferings 
are aſſigned, as the reaſon of his ſovereignty z 
and thus declaratory of the univerſal grace of 
God. a ſcheme, a contrivance of infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs. | 

Theſe particulars will furniſh proper heads 
of diſcourſe. 


Viz. I. Jeſus is put in contraſt with an- 
gels; and their ſubordination divinely 
aſſerted, 

II. The reaſon and reward of his ſufferings, 
are here aſſigned. 

IH. The beneficial end divinely propoſed 
to mankind, by the ſufferings of Jeſus, 
is ſhewn to be remote from, nay, the 
reverſe of the deſign of his enemies. 

IV. In this appointment of the ſufferings 
and death of Chriſt, both the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God are made il⸗ 
luſtrious.— 
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1ſt. Jeſus is put in contraſt with angels; 
and their ſubordination to him is divinely af. 
ſerted.—If the 8th Pſalm be a prophecy 
of him, then, as the learned Mr. Pierce ob- 
ſerves, we mult read it in the future tenſe, 
& thou vt viſit, thou vt make, thou vi 
crown, thou wilt ſet him over the work of 
thine hands”—and ſo in this citation, „ thou 
t put all things in ſubjection under his 
feet The deſcription given of man in that 
Pſalm, I ſhould be of opinion, is cited by 
the apoſtle to ſhew, the real, proper hu— 
manity of Jeſus Chriſt; who, in the ſcale 
of beings, was made a little lower than 
the angels, but is now appointed a ſuperiori- 


ty over them. the buſineſs of his miſſion, 


the manner in which he executed that miſ- 
ſion, are what have given him the ſove- 
reignity; fince, by inheritance, i. e. an ac- 
tual poſſeſſion, he has obtained a more ex- 
cellent name than they. — The deity had ſo 
reſided with, and manifeſted his truth and 
grace by him, that he thus became the 
brightneſs of his father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs character of his perſon. Accordingly, 


When raiſed from the dead, he had ſupreme 


honours appointed him, Angels are bid to 
obey his orders, or worſhip him. They do 
. this 


3 
this, as he is the Shechinah of God in the 


heavens: as the preſence of the glory is with 


him. as God is the almighty ſupport of his 
throne ! thus it is that angels chearfully 
miniſter to him, and conſtantly execute his 
commands.— 8 

His having the keys of hades and death, 
his extending his ſceptre over the dead and 
living, gives the univerſality of his rule: 
and ſhews him to have a name above every 
name. even to have all power both in hea- 


ven and earth. — So that no ſuppoſeable de- 


partment of angels, under former diſpenſa- 
tions, could bear a compariſon with the 
honour and dignity, which the father hath 
beſtowed upon him.—when therefore the 
carping Jews, thus interrogate the divine 
Jeſus, © art thou greater than our father 
Arabam? whom makeſt thou thy ſelf?“ — 
he might well reply, © before 4brabam was, 
Tam,” i. e. I am a man of higher rank and 
greater importance than Abrabam was. I 
am 88 Abraham. who ACraap ee , 
e k. 
B 2 2dly. 


* Conſult Loauman's three tracts. and that excellent 


piece, a letter writ in the year 1730.—both publiſhed by 


J. Noon. 
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2dly. The reaſin and reward of theſe ſu- 
perior honours, are here aſſigned. The rea- 
fon of them, is, his ſufferings and death, 
Many are extremely apt to heſitate, and 
ſhew airs of aſtoniſhment, that ſo great 
weight and emphaſis ſhould be laid upon the 
ſufferings and death of Chriſt —Such ima- 
gine, © that verily they are able to produce 
numerous inſtances of -perſons, who have 
ſuſtained equal ſufferings in the cauſe of 
truth and righteouſneſs, and have done it too 
with as great preſence of mind; with not lels 
patience, courage, and conſtancy,” 

But how ſuperficial ſuch reaſonings ! they 
omit, they attend not to that which gives 
the ſole reaſon and ground of this extraordi- 
nary emphaſis : they conſider not, that 
throughout the miniſtrations of the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſuch a conſpicuous preſence of 
God had been with him, as did juſtly ſur- 
prize all who heard his doctrine, or beheld 
his miracles he had conſtant occular and 
audible demonſtration of being the Chriſt, 
God's anointed, the u beloved of the fa- 
ther, the favourite of heaven. for, univerſal 
nature was obſequious to his nod! and he 
was always able to appeal unto, and receive 
almighty aid and protection, under abuſe, 
diſtreſs or perils, ariſing from the perverſeneſs 


of 


1 


of mankind. Conſcious of no crime; 


ever careful to direct the gratitude and praiſe 


of men to that being, who bore teſtimony 
to him, gives an elevation of merit, and pu- 
rity of character to the man Chriſt Jeſus, 


far above the higheſt pitch of illuſtrious vir- 


tue, any where found among mortals. Me- 
thinks, a Angle inſtance of his ſubmiſſion 
and humiliation, will be owned to be match- 
leſs! as when at his apprehenſion, in the 
approaching hour of darkneſs, and nature's 
diſtreſs, though he knew he had a liberty of 
ſupplication, that might have ſecured him 
the ſuccour of more than twelve legions of 
angels, he would not thus either deſtroy, or 
even diſarm the rage of his enemies an 
inſtance of ſubmiſſion and reſignation alto- 
gether ſingular and unparallelled ! 

Could any of us therefore put ourſelves 
into the place of an apoſtle, who was a per- 
ſonal witneſs of the approving atteſtations 
daily given to Jeſus, by the divine preſence, 
we could not once imagine the leaſt exceſs in 
the empbaſis they have laid on the merit of 
our Lord's ſufferings : but we ſhould diſcern, 
with clearneſs and preciſion, the equity and 
wiſdom of the ſupreme reward, or recom- 
penſe, given him by the fa'her.—for, even, 

| | among 
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among ſuch imperfect and depraved creatures 
as we are, it is no uncommon thing to pay 
diſtinguiſhed honours to men who meet 
death without diſmay ; and willingly offer 
their lives a ſacrifice to the ſafety and happi- 
neſs of their country.—Such, who thus face 
the enemy, we think, well deſerve public 
honours. — and the adventurous hero will 
juſtly expect ſome monument, which ſhall 
tranſmit his name to diſtant ages !—— 

But in the object of our preſent view, the 


victim dies by the hand of his country, 
| Whoſe maladies he had healed, whoſe fears 
and perils he would have removed, and 


whoſe vice and wretchedneſs he had wept 
over! whoſe ſalvation he had earneſtly 


ſought ! — nay more, by whoſe death the 


national deſtruction would be abſolutely aſ- 
certained.— So ſingular were the ſufferings of 
Jeſus, and ſo much reaſon is there for the em- 
phatical ſenſe, in which they are mentioned. 

The reward of his ſufferings, is thus 
expreſſed, © for the ſuffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour.” what that 
glory and honour is, we have conſidered in 
the contraſt between him and angels. but 
the connexion is very inſtructive, and fixes 


with preciſion, the idea we ſhould have of 
A his 
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his reward ; ſince it was for the ſuffering of 
death. Our Lord had verily ſo underſtood the 
prophecy concerning himſelf. Luke xxiv. 
26. © ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
things, and to enter into his glory ? and St. 
Paul to the Philippians, “ he became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs : wherefore God alſo hath highly ex- 
alted him.” —again Heb, xii. 2. © for the 
joy ſet before him, he endured the croſs.” — 
The honour and glory of Chriſt, is therefore 
the reward of his ſufferings. — In other 
words, his ſufferings and death were antece- 
dent to the glory and honour which God 
conferred upon him ; ſo that when he prays, 
« that God would glorify him with that 
glory which he had with him before the 
world was ;” it muſt be underſtood, of the 
deſign of God, made known from the earli- 


eſt ages, by prophecy. Such as in Gen. iii. 


15,—49. IO. Pſalm. cx. 1.— * 

zdly. The beneficial end divinely propoſed 
to mankind, by the ſufferings of Jeſus, is 
ſhewn to be remote from, nay, the reverſe 
of the deſign of his enemies—my text ſays, 
it was, © that he by the grace of God, 


ſhould 


dee Letter, writ 1730. p. 15. and onward. 
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ſhould taſte death for every man.” —a late 
paraphraſt “ obſerves, the Greek may be 
rendered, © by the grace of God for all he 
might taſte death. 

To taſte death, is a paraphraſis, for, 79 
die—To die for all : is, for every man : for 
the benefit of all mankind, —how ? — why, 
thus, all men who contemplate the cruci- 
fixion of Jeſus, may, at once, ſee the ma- 


lignity of pride, prejudice, and worldlineſs ; 


the evil of bigotry, ſuperſtition, and ſelfiſh- 


neſs.— The Je did only deſire a temporal 


Saviour. he would have had a reigning 


S% prince, who ſhould give indulgence to his 


luſt, and worldlineſs. and he had no concern 
for any but his own nation. he contemns, 
deſpiſes, and would enſlave the reſt of man- 
kind, — : 

Jeſus taſted death for every man, as the ag- 
gravated circumſtances of painful endurance, 


did comprehend the utmoſt degree of ſuf- 


fering, to which man can poſſibly be ex- 
poſed. he taſted death for every man, as 


no circumſtance of wretchedneſs, to which 


true goodneſs or piety may be expoſed, can 
exceed the quantity of his endurance. a- 
| gain 


* | Dr, Sykes. | 
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pain in the ſufferings and death of Chriſt, 
the grace of God is ſeen to be univerſal ; be- 
cauſe in conſequence of it, men are to pub- 
liſh the terms of peace and pardon as the 
very ſame to all nations, vi. repentance 
and perſonal reformation. — hence, this 
writer has oppoſed the voice of Chriſt's 
blood, to that of the Jewiſb-ſin- offering; 
which offering, was a confeſſion of no more 
than of Jewiſb-guilt.— 

But inaſmuch as the death of Chriſt diſ- 
ſolved the inſtitution of bloody ſacrifice, and 
broke down the wall of partition between 
Jew and Gentile, it is ſtiled, a ranſom for all. 
and a teflimony given in due time. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
it is ſo, as it ſhews us, © that God would 
have all men be ſaved”. for if he would 
pardon the murderers of Jeſus, upon their 
penitency, no true penitent needs at any time 
deſpair of divine mercy, Sometimes his ſuf 
ferings are mentioned, as delivering men 
from the dominion of fins: ſo when our 
Lord ſpeaks of giving his life a ranſom for 
many, Matt. xx. 28. there he evidently 
meaneth, that in the article of his ſufferings 
and death, he ſhould recommend humility, 
and ſet men free from pride, ambition, and 
worldlineſs: for that is the obvious drift of 
C his 
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his argument. — And in the 6th of John, 
where he dwells ſo much upon, © giving 
his fleſh for the life of the world,” — he 
intends by it, the influence which his ex- 
ample ſhould have, in prevailing with men 
to perſevere in doing the will of God, 
though under perſecution. 

Thus it is he makes void the dominion of 
death, by deſtroying that worldlineſs in the 
heart of man which has the power of death, 
« for the ſting of death, is fin.” —The di- 
vine end propoſed by Chriſt's ſufferings, is 
therefore remote from and the reverſe of his 
murtherers intention,— . 

4thly. In this appointment of the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt, both the 20:/dom and goodneſs 
of God are made illuſtrious! © for it became 
him, for whom are all things and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many ſons to 
glory, to make the captain of their ſalvation 
perfect through ſufferings” — The phraſe, 
many ſons, is equivalent to the all, v. 9. In 
the many, there is no exception, no limitati- 
ons ; but the benignity of the ſcheme is 
boundleſs.— © Come unto me all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt,” — © him that cometh to me, I will in 


no wiſe caſt out. © God ſo loved the 
world, 
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world, that Cc.“ God is, in Chriſt, i. e. by 
the Goſpel-ſcheme, reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, not imputing to men their treſ- 
paſſes.” And hence it is, that the purpoſes of 
God, concerning the election of perſons or fa- 
milies to diſtin temporal advantages, or pri- 
vileges, are no objections to the univerſality of 
his ſaving love and mercy. 
It became HIM, of whom are all things, 
and by whom are all things —h:7m ? who? The 
Supreme being, the creator and diſpoſer of all 
things. The creative eternal word, of whom 
Jobn thus ſpeaks, © All things were made 
by him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made,” Joh. 1. 3. © that Lord 
God who made the heaven, the earth, the ſea, 
and all that in them is; who anointed his ho- 
ly ſervant Jeſus.” Acts iv. 24, 27. And who 
has alſo diſpoſed the ages-in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhould beſt illuſtrate his deſign of placing 
Jeſus at the head of all principality and pow- 
er: for, „by him were all things created, 
or diſpoſed in heaven and earth—all things 
were created by him and for him—that his 
firſt-born from the dead might, among all, 
have the pre-eminence.” Col. i. 16—20., 
It became him, F-apems yap evra, there is a 
decorum, a propriety, that was worthy his per- 
| C 2 fections. 
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fections. it was harmonious with the divine 


ſcheme, in every part of his providence and 
rule. there is an illuſtrious diſplay of divine 
truth and mercy—mercy appears unorigina- 
ted, native, and free, It became him, the 
ſource of all being, to proceed thus, — 7; 
bringing many ſons 10 glory. here obſerve, the 
number is indefinite. all that will be brought, 
by the diſplay of divine wiſdom and good- 
neſs, in this captain, this leader-on, being 
made perfect through ſuffering. — He is the 
conductor to ſalvation, as he declares to men 
the father, he is the way, the truth, and the 
life, juſt as men are perſuaded by him, that 
repentance is the only term of remiſſion ; 
and that there is no more occaſion for a car- 
nal ritual, or the bloody ſacrifice of atone- 
ment,—The moral Syſtem is invariable, uni- 
yerſal, and eternal. there is a plainneſs and 
ſimplicity in the way, which none can miſ- 
take, if they are honeſt and in earneſt, in 


their purſuit of glory. 


Not any thing is more natural, than for 
men to pay a diſtinguiſhed regard to thole 
perſons of ſuperior knowledge, wiſdom, and 
underſtanding, and we all find ourſelves great- 
ly intereſted in illuſtrious examples of piety 
and virtue! — Even hypocritical phariſees, 

would 


a 

« would build the tombs of prophets, and a- 
dorn their ſepulchres: ” though they were of 
their very complexion that had murdered, or 
deſtroyed them. Matt. xxiii. 29. But the 
ingenuous feel an impreſſion, made by the 
inſtruction of piety, that exceeds all other 
impreſſions, — good men are the ſalt of 
the earth ; and the light of the world.” — 


yet, becauſe this reverence of human wiſdom” 


and piety has been liable to ſuperſtition and 
abuſe, and the devotees have degenerated in- 


to the extravagance of a blind and implicite ' 


obſervance, it became the wiſdom of God, 
to give mankind an inſtructor that ſhould ex- 


poſe this folly and evil, and lead men to di- 


tinguiſh the divine- teacher, from the im- 
poſter, for all men who ſeek their own glory, 
or popular applauſe, are of the depraved 
complexion. — That this did not enter into 
the character of Jeſus, was made manifeſt, 
in that his miniſtration were finiſhed, and 
perfected by the moſt ignominious ſufferings. 
—— Not fame, not popular applauſe, was 

the motive, and which governed the labours 
of Jeſus; but they are accompliſhed, under a 


cloud of public infamy and reproach, inſult 


and torture, — In him therefore the demon- 


ſtration is given, that a ſteady, unſhaken vir- 


tue, 


' 
| 
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tue, under ſufferings, ſhall have a final re- 
compence : ſince he endured the croſs, de- 
ſpiſing tht ſhame, becauſe of the joy ſet be- 
fore him. | | 

It was a ſcheme worthy the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God, in appointing, ** that the 
captain of our ſalvation ſhould be perfected 
through ſufferings ;” ſince the profeſſion of 
the Gofpel-ſcheme would, every where, ex- 
poſe men to perſecution. chriſtianity could 
not be propagated, but with oppoſition from 
the prejudices, ſuperſtition, and luſts of man- 
kind, —on which our Lord had his eye, 
when he ſaid, © it is enough that the diſciple 
be as his maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord.” 
— There was a propriety therefore in his be- 
ing perfected by ſufferings; ſince his fol- 
lowers would be ſo generally expoſed to per- 
ſecution, becauſe of their religious profeſſion. 

Some uſeful obſervations will ariſe from 
the view taken of our Lord's ſuffering. 

I. His pre- exiſtence does not appear to be a 
doctrine of divine revelation. for the ſacred 
Scriptures do uniformly teach, his proper hu- 
manity. That opinion has derived from miſ- 


taken interpretations of St. John's account of 


the divine preſence with him. the abſolute 
fitence of the three other Evangeliſts muſt 


. 
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be acknowledged. And all prophecy we 
know has repreſented him, as the ſeed of the 
woman. the perſon who ſhould be born of 
the family of Abraham, and ſhould more di- 
ſtinctly belong to the houſe and lineage of 
David, To which the two hiſtorical genea- 
logies, given of him, by Matthew and Luke, 
are in full evidence. —his hiſtorians deſcribe 
him, as a man.—and the Apoſtle Paul ſays 
expreſsly, © that in the fulneſs of time, he 
was made of a woman; made under the 
law.” —* that for as much as the children are 
partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo took part 
of the ſame.—was made nigh to them : or a 
neighbour of them. —in all things made 
like to his brethren.” and all with this de- 
ſign, viz. that he might truly repreſent the 
condition of human nature under trial ; and 
in that he himſelf ſuffered being tempted, 
he might be able to ſuccour them that are 
tempted. he therefore can be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, and was in all 
points tempted as we.” — 

His example could only thus countenance 
and excite our imitation, and ſtimulate the 
deſire of a growing reſemblance. We con- 
ſider him, as reſiſting and overcoming temp- 
tation, in our own nature and circumſtance ; 


and, 
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and, as a man, we view him blameleſs, and 
without ſpot in his obedience. Moreover, 
for our encouragement, we contemplate him 


as exalted to the right hand of power, the 


Shechinah of the divine preſence ! and ſo far 
as the weal of mankind, and the good of 
the church are concerned, we know he is 
exerciſing rule and ' dominion over the dead 
and the living.—hence we can take the moſt 
familiar and ſatisfactory ſurvey of our own 
connexions with him, and of our relation to 
him, as the one Lord, and as the prince of 


life. 


Thus evident is it, that if revelation guides 
us, we can have no conception of the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, previous to his bei- g formed 
by the immediate power of God, in the 
womb of the virgin, And indeed this 
Epiſtle begins with a denial of any pre-ex- 
iſtence; for it ſays, that God, who at ſun- 
dry times, and divers manners, ſpake 3 in times 
paſt to the fathers. by the prophets, hath 
in theſe laſt days ſpoken to us by his Son.” 
not a word of his Having ever given any 
information to mankind, before theſe laſt 
days : — but the reverſe. 


II. 
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II. The ſufferings of Chriſt, are expreſſivo 
of divine wiſdom and prudence, or in proof 
of a providence, as they were calculated to 
expoſe the pride, prejudice, and worldlineſs 
of mankind, in the moſt flriking and effica- 
cious manner. — Since ſo much illuſtrious 
wiſdom and virtue which ſhone in his whole 
behaviour, at the time it would attract the 
admiration of crowds, would alſo raiſe the- 
envy of proud prieſts, deſigning ſenators, and 
crafty princes. —-They could not endure the 
thought of having an humble, meck, reform- 
ing prophet, conſidered as their Meſſiah and 
deliverer. a man, that poured contempt on 
all they admired and adored, vis. power, 
pomp, parade, and the glare of majeſty | 
They could, by no means, reliſh a Saviour, 
who is to teach men how to ſubdue their 
vicious deſires, and redeem them from a 
world of iniquity.— This object raiſed their 
indignation. and they will much rather cru- 
cify him, than their luſts. The Deity fore- 
ſaw this oppoſition would be made to ſuch 
exemplary and exalted piety ; therefore his 
wiſdom will thus humble and expoſe the 
pride and vanity of the world. — 

III.“ His taſting death for every man,” 
did not procure, but publiſh and proclaim 
D the 
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the native, free, unmerited, and univerſal 


grace of God, Here is a diſſolution of the 
Moſaic ritual, which was no other than a 
local inſtitution, fitted only for one country 
and people. he is our peace, who has 
made both one, and broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us There is now 
no more any deſtinction * of Greek, and 
Jeu, circumciſion and uncircumciſſon.— The 
benevolence of the Chriſtian: ſyſtem is uni- 
verſal ; foraſmuch as all prejudices, of a per- 
ſonal and national kind, are baniſhed from the 
breaſt of the well-informed Chriſtian,—every 
man diſcerns, that the love and grace of God, 


is unlimited and unconfined, that the term 


of favour is immutably the ſame, But 
IV. The benefit that accrues to mankind 
from the death of Chriſt, is made very il- 
luſtrious, as it ſo fully condemns that extra- 
vagance, of exerciſing human authority in 
matters of religion. —The man Chriſt Jeſus, 


was born in Judea; and, by circumciſion, 


was acknowledged a ſubject of the Hebrew- 
conſtitution. yet, no ſooner does he enter 
upon the prophetic office, and undertake the 
buſineſs of a public teacher, but he con- 
fronts all the popular prejudices, and fond at- 


tachments to the Moſaic ritual. he calls 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, © the way, the 7ruth, and the life / 
the light of the world! and that no man 
could come to the father but by him! —he, 
moreover, aſſures his followers, that he is 
« the reſurrection, the life, and the final 
judge!“ He ſtrictly forbids any attempt 
ever to be made, by his followers, upon the 
liberties of one another; and condemns the 
leaſt infringement on the rights of private 
judgment, in any man. 

No other religion can boaſt ſuch divine 
ſecurity, giren to this ſupreme privilege of 
humanity.— But to aſſert this liberty of man, 
coſt Jeſus his life. he ſpilt his blood, bear- 
ing teſtimony to this truth : and becauſe he 
taught a doctrine that differed fo widely from 
church-creeds, church-canon, or an impoſed 
interpretation and eſtabliſhed ſenſe of the 
law and the prophets ; — this it was, which 
did occafion his crucifixion. however, in 
older to give a ſpecious colouring to a violati- 
on of this fundamental of all religion, the 


right of private judgment, the church-plea, 


is, e that APOSTLES had a power of binding 
and looſing. and that this power has been 
conveyed down to men, who call themſelves 


their ſucceflors,” — | 
D 2 7 But 
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But it happens, that Apoſtles never had 
any power of binding and loofing, which 
could, at all affect the rights of private judg. 
ment. They were to ſhew the nature of the 
goſpel inſtitution, and to deliver that doctrine 
of truth, with fidelity, which is to be the 


rule of the final judgment. But then, every 


man is left to form his own ſenſe, and 


make his own interpretation of the divine 


rule. even an Apoſtle could not judge for 
him. — much leſs, can prieſts or princes be 


interpreters of the ſenſe ; be lords of faith, 


or exerciſe AUTHORITY over religious ſen- 
timent.—all religion is rational as well as per- 
ſonal. for no man ever was, or ever will 
be religious, farther than he ſees evidence, 
and cordially ſubjects e to its influ- 
ence. 

If therefore we would reap the advantage 
* of the many ſons, who are led on to glory 


by the captain of ſalvation, we muſt religi- 


ouſly attend to the moral de/fign of our Lord's 
ſufferings and death, daily be forming our 
ſpirits and lives upon that divine intention. 
Do any yet aſk, what is that intention ?— 
I anſwer, nothing leſs, than to teach us hu- 
mility ; nothing leſs than to diveſt the mind 


of all pride, e, and worldlineſs; no- 
thing 
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thing leſs, than to perſuade us to improve in 
a reſemblance of that illuſtrious perſon, 
% who is now crowned with glory and 
honour ; becauſe, by the grace of God, he 
taſted death for every man.” —Herein we aſ- 
ſert our Chriſtian liberty, thus we are, in 
fact, and to purpoſe, exerciſing the rights of 
private judgment, by walking worthy of him, 
who has called us unto virtue and unto 
glory. 

V. If the reaſon, deſign, and end of 
Chriſt's ſufferings are attended unto, with 
care, the divine fitneſs of the memorial rite 

cannot be called in queſtion.—it is extremely 
well adapted to aid the mind, in exploring 
the malignity of ſin; and in contemplating 
the infinite importance of moral rectitude, or 
devotedneſs to God. we therein admire the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of the appointment, 
through the ſcenery of our Lord's ſuf- 
ferings ; we venerate, and reſolve to imitate 
his example of meekneſs, patience, confi- 
dence, and acquieſcence in the painful allot- 
ment, Over the memorials, we determine 
to be the Lord's; we thus diſcern his body ; 
we thus eat and drink in remembrance of 
him.— 


It 
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It is not, then, you ſee, an injunction a- 
bout a matter of mere ceremony and indiffe- 
rence, which we may either obſerve, or omit 
at pleaſure: but it is a ſuitable expreſſion of 
the reverence we owe the one Lord; ſince 
he has bid us thus remember him; and has 
ſaid, © thoſe are his friends, who do what- 
ſoever he commandeth them.“ And St. Paul 
enjoins, that by this ritual, we “ ſhew ſorth 
his death until be come.” —But, fince the 
reaſons of ſuch recollection do reſpect the diſ- 
play of the wiſdom and benignity of God, 
towards mankind, the inſtitution muſt be of 
force throughout the ages of the world ; or 
its ſe will be experienced during the proba- 
tion of man.— 

VI. The ſuperſtition that hos obtained, 
about the nature, deſign and end of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, has diſguiſed that memorial ap- 
pointment, and rendered it offenſive to the 
rational and careful examination. But if 
we allow of the premiſes, and once imagine, 
that the ſufferings of Jeſus were a real propi- 
tiation, and that the victim, offered by the 
hands of wicked men, could be ſo meritori- 
ous, as to purchaſe the pardon and peace of 
all ſinners ; then it will be no more than an 
eaſy concluſion, that the conſecrated wafer, 

| given 
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oiven by the moſt profligate prieſt, will 
operate to the ſalutary purpoſes of ſecuring 
the laic from evil and death. And the ſo- 
lemnities of a paſſion-week, will be height- 
ened, by an aſtoniſhing gaze on the blood 
of atonement. 

All this while, the diſguiſe is put upon 
the divine ſcheme, and men are diverted from 
an adorable view of his goodneſs. and mercy, 


which has been the ſoul and life of religion, 
from the beginning ; and can only remain 


the reaſon of homage, throughout the ages 
of the world. Ys 

Great is our unhappineſs, the plainneſs and 
ſimplicity, the reaſonableneſs of chriſtianity, 
will not recommend it to mankind, under the 
weight of prejudice ; but they rather fancy, 
there is ſomething more venerable in what is 
more unintelligible and myſtical ! 
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